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MISSION IN BRAZITL. 17
fully on the usual ;nnds of missionary work. Tn the mess.
sme, Mr. MecLaren has condl.lcted publlc‘worship in Engligh,
which has been attended with éncouraging results.  An ex.
ample of conversion at the‘e]eventh l’mm' was of remarkable
interest. The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was adminis-
tered in November laS}‘, when a church was constituted con-
sisting of 81X members ; it was expected that some others would
be received at the next communion.

The future course of this mission seems at present likely to
be much influenced by the success or the defeat of the Liberal
party in the state ; not much encouragement could be ex-
pected, even if toleration were granted, under the govern-
ment 1f controlled by Jesuit counsels. The danger now ap-
parently most _imrpine.nt is that the ignorant masses of the
people, at the instigation of bigotted priests, may be excited
to a fanatical opposition to the Liberal government. If this
should not be the case, it would still seem doubtful whether a
settled state of public affairs will soon be witnessed ; but there
are men of enlightened views in the country, who understand
its evils, and who understand also, in some degree, their
remedy. Commercial interests, moreover, will always advo-
cate the restoration of order and peace. But whatever may
be the issue of the existing troubles, the Church of Christ
must be ready to enter such doors as are open, and to make
the gospel known to many or to few, as opportunity may per-
mit.  The leaven of gospel truth may be implanted in very
limited measure, indeed the kingdom ot God does not often
come with observation, and in most missionary fields the mis-
sionaries must be content to pursue their great work amongst
small congregations, in the face of opposition; but they pur-
sue it in the exercise of faith—knowing that in the end sue-
cess i sure,
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R10 bE JaNkrRo,—Rev. Ashbel G. Simonton, Rev. Alexander L. Blackford and
his wife~SAN PauLo.—Rev. Francis J. C. Schneider.

This mission has been marked with tokens of the favour of

od during the last year. The brethren have enjoyed good
iealth, and have been engaged in their work without inter-
Muption.  Their number has been increased by the arrival of
M. Schneider on the 7th of December. His station at San
I aulo, or at gome place in that vicinity, was chosen with ref-
erence to the settlements of German immigrants in the south-
I part of the empire. He will be able at once to seek H\o
:«T‘vamon of these neglected people, many of whom m'o'.tll 108-'
®Stants ; but he will learn tLe }[’ortugueee language with
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18 MISSIONS IN SOUTH AMERICA.

view to missionary labours amongst the Brazilians ag };
sphere of duty. His work among the Germans wih b“S Inain
tially missionary, as they are mostly very poor. It % Shiey.
sidered a matter of much moment that they should be bls s
under the power of the gospel ; their habits of industy ought
and energy will give them great influence eveutual]vg’ thift,
less enterprising natives of the country. 7 over ihig
Mr. Blackford has not yet had time to learn the la
of the country thoroughly, but he is already able t S
: i . XN 1 : 0 engag,
in missionary work. .+ With the double purpose,” it is 6 o3
in the report of the mission, ¢ of making more 1'5’1pid ),.S i)
in the Portuguese lan%uage, and of furthering the dislsengess
tion of the Bible and Tracts, he took a journey into the lil}na-
ince of Minas, leaving Rio early in November last 'm}dlo-V.
maining absent a couple of months. He met pers all "
kindness on the paxt of e e
indness on the part of the people, and was able to put int
circulation a number of Tracts and a few copies of the Sacr ((l)
Scriptures. Perhaps Minas is the most important provir;ce ?n
the empire, partly on account of its extent and natural ad-
gantages of various kinds, but prineipally because of the in-
hustry and energy of its population. Mr. Blacktford saw
owever, many proofs of the slavish subjection of the peoplé
to their priests, and of the hostility of this class to the gospel
10;tlt1he ﬁrace of Christ.” These men are described as f%‘ugd,
- elg . > . . € A
e su(lzzctzgsslg]slpected or loved. An example is mentioned of
Bibls Socioty ax?cll)lz)(;?'lcﬂonba few yeiu';3 agio to an agent of the
) e burning of Bibles ¢ which dared to
sa, ) : ;
: yt bilasp,hemously that Jesus 51’11'1st was the Primogenito
nsI ea] of the Unigenito of Mary.” P
nt N s ] o 1 .
BEA leﬂeally part of the year Mr. Simonton completed the
I in the southern part of the country, which was referre
to in the last Annual . 5 bt
_ eport, and of which an interesting ac-
jc(‘))l‘llrnnteWi‘vtS }3}b11§lled in the Record. e was able on this
i y o istribute some copies of the Seripturcs and t0
acquirzmjnlger{)l{mt's for their further circulation, as well a8 ¥
R alnta le information for the use of the mission
SRk DR et bi urn to the capital, Mr. Simonton resumed N
efmittad ilgﬂ% mslt;ructlon among the natives as opportum?’
ren. The numben-g ?h preaching was kept up by the.bret;
Fiea r of persons in attendance at any of thes
vices was never lare \ vhen
large congregati rge. The day has not yet COMP. ot
tl gregations can be collected to hear the reaching ©
1e gospel, but some door ¢ b laring
the truth as it is i oors are nevertheless open for fooHs s
opened to l'eceilvs I? Jesus, and some hearts have also beet!
sivad. THa bre‘tle ‘t 1e lovg of the truth that they ™
iren say in their report :
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MISSION IN BRAZIL. 19

«On the 19th of January, the Sabbath occurring at the
of the Concert for Prayer, we organized a mission
close o to our communion two persons on profes-

b, receivin ‘ > :
¢ their faith. One of these is an American merchant,
hose conversion 18 2 pleasing token of God’s favour upon
" l.OEnorlish service ; and. the other is a young man, a native
0131P01.tﬁg3,1, but long a resident of Brazil, who gives good
;romise of usefulness in bringing others of' his countrymen to
the faith of the gospel. . . . (?nq or two ot'her.s'would prob-
ably have made an open profession of their faith, had they
not been hindered by opposing mrcumstqnces'.”

The missionaries have under their direction a colporteur,
who is supported by the British and Foreign Bible Society,
whose labours have been useful. They speak of “a wide and
inviting field of usefulness open to them in the free Press of
this country,” through which access may be gained to the
public mind ; and there is great need of printing and circu-
lating suitable religious Tracts, and of creating a religious
literature in the Portuguese language.” ' With a better know-
Jedge of the language, and a larger supply of funds, they will
be able to do their part in this province of Christian duty.

This brief statement of the work in progress and in con-
templation, will serve to show that there is in Brazil an im-
portant field of missionary labour. This is the opinion of the
brethren on the ground. They say,  We feel authorized to
speak encouragingly of our work. The experience of the
past year may be said to have solved, in a satisfactory manner,
all reasonable doubts respecting the possibility or the expe-
diency of missionary labour in Brazil. It has been proved,
greatly to our joy, that the liberal Constitution of the empire
will receive a fiberal interpretation, and in addition, a practi-
cal enforcement to an extent that augurs well for the future.
Not only in the capital, but also in one of the northern prov-
;:(1:2% where a most estimable missionary [of another church]
l'eli‘o»ig::m;‘g"]’ the. people are being .famlllarlzed to a system of
gl 8 \% ]eratlon uncommonly simple and broad in its pro-
iy 5 ien the extent of the empire and the stability of
thi penn (:nen!: are recollected, so satisfactory a solut,-l,on of

ake arn gf religious freedom is of encouragement.

16 s ne ifficulties, and these may become greater than
fallen chm-glw’ in_the presence of numerous ecclesiastics of &
COnstityte tll’ an(.i their power over ignorant people, _suc':}h as
8till mope ille lgleater part of the population ; and pel mpﬁ
Matteys of 1 .t‘.le general prevalence of m(ll‘ﬁerenco to {1.~
world iy ‘;Pllltnal and eternal concern. The iQ'od of' this

ot surrender his place and power without a ¢on-

churc
Sion 0




20 MISSIONS IN AFRICA.

iohtier is T has sent forth these few
test. But mightier is He who h: . ew mis.
sionaries th:mb all the powers of the E.v11 One, angl his kip o
dom shall yet be ostablished over all this vast empire,

Wissions in Westeen Srien,

LIBERIA MISSION.

Moxrovia—Rev. Amos Herring; Mr. B. V. R. James, te:xch.er of the English
cchool; Rev, Edward Blyden, Principal of the Alexander High School; Rer,

Edwin T. Williams, in this country.

Kestueky.—Rev. H. W. Erskine; Mr, James Evans.

Harrissure.—Simon Harrison, licentiate preacher; F. A, Melville, teacher in
native boarding-school.

Mount Corree.—Rev. Armistead Miller.

Sivou.—Rev. James M, Priest; Mrs, Mary Parsons, teacher.

Serrra Kru.—Washington MeDonogh, teacher.

Nirrav.—Rev. Thomas H. Amos, Rev, James R. Amos.

MoNRoVIA.—Mr. Williams’ health has not permitted his re-
turn to Liberia, though it has somewhat improved. Although
his connection with the Board is still continued, he is at no ex-
pense to it. His former labors in Africa were greatly blessed,
and his anxious desire is to return and resume them.

The church reports no addition for the last year—the num-
ber of members still continuing at fifty-four. The sabbath-
school has forty scholars, a part of whom are the re-captured
Africans,

_The English school, taught by Mr. James, contains sixty pt-
pils, and 1s reported as in good operation, and the scholars
making respectable progress.

The Alexander High School has been conducted with the
usual efficiency. ~ As mentioned in the last annual report, Mr.
Blyden was allowed a few months’ vacation, during which he
visited Englar}d, Scotland, and the United States. The school,
In the meantime, was under the care of M. M. Witherspoon,
%_fmimer pupil of the school—a good eclassical scholar, with a
\i:.ll:] ;L?;);‘Li%ge: ﬁi the different branches of mathematics. tlg

E ave been pursued with the usual success—™
number of scholqrs varying from twelve to fifteen. NO young -
ot n oy aitation of learning, perhaps, can be more )
e lIr‘Ps}ztudlc-;s and in their desire to obtain a th,o")”f’e "
o eyl of obining soholumis 151
Va'n‘tages. 1 eged to make the best use ©

exander High School, resigned his ©

ervice &
onnec



