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qet from 8 letter from Rev. I, H. Houston.
¥
fancuovu, CHINA, Sept. 9, 1871.

are much disappointed to learn that
» lady has been found in our Church who
nn come out to take charge of our female
::hool here (or rather, I should say we are
ieved that any who might have come
should have been dissuaded by the inju-
sicious advice of officers in the Church).
As far as I can see, there is no reason why a
lady fitted for this work should not be sent
out at once. I do not mean by this that
there is no hardship or danger to be met
here. But if we wait till mission work can
be performed without danger, we will wait
tili the day when the people no longer need
an evangelist. It is especially true, I sup-
pose, on mission ground the devil goes about
seeking whom he may devour; and here in
China scarcely a year has passed since the
mission work begun that his growls have not
been heard more or less loud along the whole
coast. If any one is waiting for him to get
quiet, it is likely that their face will never
be seen in China. Asfar as I know, no
mission,body here allows any fears of future
disturbance to affect their ordinary course of
operation. A lady of the Methodist Church
Was telling me here yesterday that she had
Just opened a boarding-school for girls under
Promising  circumstances, and the English
Church mission in Hangchow is preparing
to enlarge itg operations there. While no
e can tell what the morrow may bring
fo'rt.h, yet it would seem, I think, to most
Wissionaries here a very timid policy that
g‘}’lu!d }{old back a lady who desires to teach
tha218t~1u I.Iangcho.w. There are .alread}t in
i City six American and. English ladies,
e t:}t number of little children, and I am
2t our Southern ladies are not sur-

ﬁ“sed by any others on the earth for true
Tavery,
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1 Camrinas, Sept. 18, 1871.
had hoped to gend you a letter for the
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M[ssi{{nary, but my duties have kept me so
o.ccupled that T have really had neither the
time nor the heart to enter on a long letter.

‘ I am now preaching thrce sermons a week
In Portuguesc—one on Wednesday night and
two on the Sabbath. Every night except
Saturday and Sunday, I am occupied nearly
two hours at a college recently established
here. I am teaching the Professors Greek.
I now have them reading in the Greek Tes-
tament., I have entered on this work with
two objects in view—the first is to get Greek
introduced into the schools here as a study,
and then to bring in the Greek Testament as
a text-book. The second is to improve my
Portuguese. The Principal is one of the
best educated men in the province; and as
he does not speak English well, I am forced
to do all my teaching and hear all the recita-
tions in Portuguese. I am animated, too, in
my work by the hope that God will convert
this man and make him a preacher of the
gospel. He is yet young, has fine talents,
and is a hard student. He often says to me,
“Who knows but that I shall one day be a
Protestant preacher 7”7 He has mass in his
scheol every Saturday; but when the priest .
comes to the lesson in the Gospels, instead of
letting the priest mumble it in Latin, be gets
up with a Portuguese Bible in his hand, asks
for the place, and reads and explains the pas-
sage in the vernacular. The last time I was
with him he said that he was afraid that he
would utter some foolishnes in these off-
hand explanations. I offered him a com-
mentary (he reads Hoglish well), which he
accepted very readily. He has put me under
a promise to give him lessons in Hebrew just
as soon as I may find time to do so.

The rest of my time is taken up with three
scholars, two of whom live in my house. If
you will add to these regular occupations the
interruptions of visiting and receiving visits,
you will see that I have little time for
wiiting.

The two boys who board with me are
Americans, and pay me beard, which is a
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doctor [of mediciiie]; but row, sineg -
heart has been changed, my thoughts have
been turned toward beieg a preacher. am
not worthy ; but if God will let me, T wigy
to preach.”

He speaks and writes Portuguese we)] :
commenced the study of Latin and Greey
under me, and is making good progress,
He is a faithful and diligent sbudent—up.
right and conscientious in his conduct, [
think, therefore, that he is well fitted for the
winistry ; and I hope that you will join me
in prayer tothe Lord that he will “count”
him “worthy, putting” him “into” it.

belp to me.  The other boy pays nothing—is
a sprightly German ereole, whom I am edu-
cating in fuith. God has not left me with-
cut the fruit of my labors in this little school.
The cldest boy, about sixteen years of age, a
child of the covenant and a Presbyterian, has
since his stay in wy house been brought un-
der a deep conviction of sin, and been led,
as I hope, by the Spirit of all grace to put
his trust in Jesus. Last night, after the ser-
mon, he sat with me in my room for more
than an hoar, talking to me of his sins, of
his hope, and of his readiness, by God’s help,
to bear the cross. He told me of his own
aceord, “I have always thought of being a
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MISSIONS OF OTHER CHURCHES.

The Circular of the Ckinese Government,

The following communication from the Rev.
George Smith, says the London T eekly Review,
Missionary of the English Presbyterian Church
in China, on the subject of the famous Chinese
Circular, will be read with deep interest. Mr.
Swmith, in common with all his brethren of the
mission, is very desirous that friends at home
should rightly estimate the importance of this
document, and the danger to the missionary
cause which is to be apprehended if the subtle
nature of Chinese policy should fail to be rightly
apprehended by the Treaty Powers to whom
the Circular was addressed :

It scems to me that the battle of religious
liberty in China, whetber as regards native con-
verts or foreign missionaries, has very much to
be fought out in connection with this Cireular.
If the Chinese succeed iu carrying their propo-
sals with France, I fear that the interests of
Christianity will be greatly compromised, and
that any attempt to regain lost ground will at a
future stage be made under much more disad-
vantageous circumstances and with but far less
hope of success. Hence, then, the sentiments
contaived in this document, and the issues at
stake demand the earnest attention of all Chris-
tian men.  TLe Cireular in question farnishes
us with a good specimen of Chinese statecraft,
and has been prepared with great astuteness.
The Chinese Government thoroughly under-
stands the maxiin, ¢ Divide et itnpera,” and ap-
plies it in the present ivstance. ‘Tho case is so
put as 1o lull the suspicions and disarm the op-
position of the other Powers, and of the Pro-
testant public in general, by secking to isolate
Prance und Roman Catholics from their sym-

N

pathy and support, and then calling upon the
French Government to renounce its apparent]
singular and peculiar claims on behalf of Catho.
lic wissions. ~ Certainly the Chinese are entitled
to credit Yor their skill and adroitness in select-
ing the time and point of attack, and in pressing
to an immediate issue a question which must
now, if ever, perhaps, bo settled according to
their wish. The other foreign representatives
are expected to act as neutrals, if not as well-
wishers and supporters of Chinese demands.
““Trade,” it is said, “has in no degree occasion-
ed differences between China and the Powers.
The same cannot be said of the missions, which
engender ever increasing abuses.” WWhen it is
remembered that all the Chinese wars, defeats,
concessions, and treaties, have ocewrred imme-
diately in connexion with trade, and when we
take into account the gtrong, uncongealed aver-
sion to all extension of foreign trade in geueral,
and the avowed antipathy to the opium traflicin
particular, such a declaration in regard to tra.de
as contrasted with missions seemns quite surpris-
ing. The most natural, though certainly by no
means charitablle, explanation of it seems to De,
that it is but a sop for Cerborus—a mere .dlplf"
matic expedient to serve an important temporaty
end. The Chinese, in seeking to recede from
Treaty stipulations with France, are careful tv
allay the jealousy of other nations, and C:“I“;';
cially of Britain, in regard to mater{al mtem%:
which they have been taught to believe go ‘g_
garded by the latter as of paramount aml.t_mhe
scendant importance. They kuow that lt’.‘ .
Powers take alarm that Treaty rights aro b“:’tss
invaded, China will not ouly fail in her atlf"’}bc
against Romish missions, but will alb-oteet-
thwrarted in her ulterior designs ngainst P'rotes
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